ADOLESCENCE AND MARRIAGE             93

"It's not my fault"; and she got nothing from
that diplomat, who hid under a mild and respectful
exterior a strong and tenacious will.

Louis XV in giving full support to the wishes
of Fleury worked for the good of France and
rendered immense service to the country; this the
future proved in a striking manner. His keen
intuition kept him on the right track; in 1726 the
old Bishop de Frejus alone was able to direct the
interests of the kingdom, maintain peace, build up
its finances, and secure the prestige of the whole
nation. And always through the ambition of this
delicate feeble old man, who was worn out by
years of toil, could be felt his consciousness of the
immediate responsibility towards a monarch too
young to act of his own accord, and his feeling
that he must devote the last of his strength to the
service of France and show a devotion that was
unlimited. Resolved then to get the Due de
Bourbon out of the way, with the full assent of
Louis XV Fleury watched for a favorable op-
portunity and frustrated his enemies' schemes and
attacks.

In June 1726 Villars speaking to Dodun, the
Controller General, confided to him: "I can see a
storm threatening the Duke; and I think it is on
the point of breaking." Dodun replied: "I do not
think he will still be in his position in three months
time." Then the Marshal cried: "Not in eight
hours, I think!" That conversation took place on
8th June; a little while afterwards the courtiers saw
the Due de Mortemart, a deadly enemy of the Due